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The Blessing Basket Project®
In 2002, when facing opposition in her own personal life, our founder and CEO, Theresa Carrington, was 
inspired by the incredible support provided by her friends and family. They sent her notes, cards, and pictures 
for encouragement, which she kept in her own Blessing Basket that she would turn to for daily reinforcement.
To motivate other women, Theresa began speaking at conferences and organizations, using her Blessing Basket 
as a prop. Soon after, women started to request their own Blessing Basket. Enthused by this interest, Theresa 
sought a way to curate a deeper connection with the maker of the baskets and the recipient, while simultaneously 
blessing both. Further, she wanted to ensure that the makers of the baskets would be compensated properly, 
without having to cede the majority of the profits to a middleman. 
Finding a direct path to impoverished artisans around the world took more than a year, but by the summer of 
2003, the first major shipment of Blessing Baskets® arrived and The Blessing Basket Project® was on its way. 
Theresa continues to pay it forward every day by empowering the women of The Blessing Basket Project while 
giving them the opportunity to make a better life for themselves, via the organization’s progressive technology 
and thought leadership.
The results achieved by The Blessing Basket Project have been the subject of several studies by some of the 
nation’s top universities. The organization leads in the use of innovative technologies, including its patent 
pending Artisan&You® technology. 
Prior to founding The Blessing Basket Project, Theresa was a journalist who achieved numerous honors, including 
9 Emmy awards, over the course of her 20+ year career Theresa now applies her journalism skills in sharing the 
stories of determination, inspiration and joy of Blessing Bsket Project artisans from around the world – all while 
reminding us how one person can truly change the world.
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The goal of The Blessing Basket Project is to graduate its artisans out of  
poverty in about three years time.  Artisans enter the program, accumulate 
sufficient wealth, become entrepreneurs,  and leave the program through 
a formal graduation process. 

Left: 2013 Blessing Basket Project 
graduating class in Nyariga, 
Ghana. 
Below: Sulota Biswas is leasing 
land and supporting her husband's 
tailoring business because of 
Prosperity Wages®. 

Clean water makes the difference 
between life and death in Uganda. 
The Blessing Basket Project 
Prosperity Wages® model enabled 
Grace Nasalle to put a tap on a 
government water line. She then 
installed a meter and sells water 
to her neighbors, saving them a 
difficult journey to fetch water.

Majada has never been to school, 
was forced into marriage at age 14, 
and was subsequently abandoned 
by her husband. She was living 
in extreme poverty when she 
started weaving for The Blessing 
Basket Project.  The organization’s 
Prosperity Wages model enabled 
her to lease this rice field.  

Camera Askea is one of the first 
to complete the Graduate from 
Poverty™ program. He went 
from homeless and hungry to a 
successful business owner in just 
3 short years.  Today he runs a 
successful photography studio 
started with money he earned 
weaving for The Blessing Basket 
Project.  


